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If you’re looking for an exciting career as a biological scientist with a range of opportunities and benefits unheard of in the civilian world, consider working for the Army Medical Department or AMEDD.  You’ll be working with world class scientists at the cutting edge of technology, gaining valuable leadership experience, and taking control of your own career while serving your country.  Whether you join for only a couple of years or stay for a career, there’s no better team to be a part of.  This slide show was was put together by scientists just like you, who wanted to share our experiences and let you know about the opportunities the Army offers.  
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…A Variety of Specialties

Uniquely Qualified Scientists…
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As you can see, we cover a wide range of specialties and scientific interests .  Army microbiologists are a diverse group of soldier scientists meeting the medical challenges of our military forces.   72% hold Ph.D.s and many who join with a Masters degree are paid by the army to get there Ph.D. 



Unique Challenges Facing AMEDD

Rare/Tropical Diseases
Battlefield Wound Infections 

Bioweapon Agents
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As a biological scientist in the Army, you will face a unique set of challenges.  Our first challenge is to protect soldiers from the myriad of infectious organisms they might encounter as they fight our wars around the world.  Rare, tropical diseases and bioweapons causing diseases like anthrax are a constant concern.  We work to develop new drugs and vaccines to treat or prevent infections, and ultra-sensitive, field-tough diagnostic devices.  Our efforts benefit not just soldiers, but help people in other countries where new vaccines will stop the spread of dangerous diseases.   



Why AMEDD?

Unique Clinical and Research 
Opportunities

World Class Research Facilities

Conduct Research in Fields Under-
Represented in Academia or Industry
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The Army Medical Department research addresses diseases that go largely unstudied often due to the safety precautions necessary to study such pathogens, but also because war-torn or developing countries and pharmaceutical companies are unable to direct resources towards those diseases.  These are unique diseases that create rare research opportunities.



Worldwide Assignments

Research and Clinical Opportunities
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There are several locations around the world where the Army’s scientists are working.  You could choose to work anywhere from our largest clinical hospital in Hawaii, to a number of our research institutes in Europe, Asia, Africa, and Australia.  Most Army researchers work in the Maryland-Metro Washington DC metro area.Heath Clip 27’’



AMEDD Medical Centers
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The major army medical centers are located in Washington, Hawaii, Texas, Georgia, the District of Columbia, and Germany.  You could be assigned to manage or conduct research in one or more of their clinical labs during your career. 



A military microbiologist compiles 
parasitology teaching slides for 

Medical Technology interns

Tripler: Hawaii Brooke: Texas

A military microbiologist runs a 
real-time PCR assay during a 

clinical validation study
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Military microbiologists lead clinical laboratories in places like Tripler Army Medical center in Hawaii and Brooke Army Medical Center in Texas.  In this capacity, they take charge of  the administrative and technical direction of the microbiology laboratory, teach infectious disease and pathology residents, and conduct applied research in collaboration with the clinical investigations division.   



Military microbiologists 
review a Gram stain of 
Chryseobacterium sp.

Madigan:
Washington

Walter Reed:
Washington DC

BSL3: Laboratory Response 
Network in action at the 

Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center
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In addition to providing laboratory expertise in medical centers and on the battlefield, the Army Medical Department's clinical microbiologists have the privilege of giving technical assistance during disaster response operations and humanitarian missions



USAMRIID
America’s Home of Biodefense Research

-50,000 ft2 BSL3
-10,000 ft2 BSL4
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You may also be assigned to work at one of the Army’s premier research institutes like the U.S. Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious Diseases or USAMRIID in Frederick, Maryland.  USAMRIID scientists conduct basic and applied research on biological threats resulting in medical solutions, like vaccines, to protect the warfighter.  They focus on the biological agents that have been used by terrorists and foreign governments, as well as agents that may be used in the future. USAMRIID military scientists played a significant role in response to the post 9-11 anthrax attacks



WRAIR
New, State-of-the-Art Research Facility

GMP Pilot Vaccine Production Facility
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WRAIR is the largest and most diverse biomedical research facility in the Army.  WRAIR scientists conduct research and develop medical countermeasures to diseases such as malaria, dengue, HIV, and leishmaniasis.   WRAIR scientists conduct a full spectrum of research from basic science through advanced development and clinical trials.  



USAMRU-K 
Nairobi, Kenya

AFRIMS
Bangkok, Thailand

USAMRU-E
Heidelberg,Germany 

WRAIR, NMRC
Washington, DC

WRAIR Special Foreign Activities

AMI
Brisbane, Australia
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Depending on your specialty or interests, you may also have a chance to work at one of these foreign locations.  



A military microbiologist, deployed 
in a Combat Support Hospital in 

Iraq, screens a respiratory 
specimen for acid fast bacilli.

Variety of Experiences
A military microbiologist, 
deployed with the Theater 
Army Medical Lab in Iraq.
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A military microbiologist’s account of his army experience. When I joined the Army in 2000, I was pleased at the financial relief afforded by my salary and benefits compared to my postdoc stipend.  I began my career at the Walter Reed Army Institute of Research, there I ran a target based drug discovery lab for malaria.  I chose my next assignment with the Theater Army Medical Lab, where I trained and managed 18 Soldier/technicians in biological weapon and endemic disease diagnostics.  I am now a product manager for the advanced development of several medical products at the US Army Medical Materiel Development Activity. Although most of my cohorts stay in research throughout there careers, I enjoy the opportunities offered by the Army to develop professional skills outside of the lab.



Setting the Stage for Future 
Success

A Military Microbiologist Who Retired as a 
Lieutenant Colonel Goes on to Direct a State 

Public Health Lab 
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This retired microbiologist served 20 years with the Army Medical Service Corp and is now the Administrator for a State Laboratory Division.  His Army career as a medical microbiologist in diverse facilities prepared him well to direct a state public health laboratory.  He attributes his post-military success to his broad exposure to laboratory diagnostics, management, and public health preparedness while working assignments in Army hospitals, the Medical Research and Materiel Command, and the Pentagon



Become an Army Microbiologist

Start Your Army Science Career Today

72% of Army Microbiologists hold a Ph.D.
Minimum requirement - M.S.

The Army will help you get your Ph.D.

Contact LTC Robert Bowden at 
robert.bowden@us.army.mil

or your local AMEDD recruiter
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If you have or are about to receive a graduate degree in biological science, either a Master’s or Doctorate, and want to learn more about the opportunities available to you in the Army, talk to your local AMEDD recruiter today!  “Everyone: We all did and are now enjoying truly rewarding scientific careers in the US Army”
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