The Medical Service Corps Birthday
The U.S. Army Medical Service Corps was established in 1947, yet MSC officers celebrate the anniversary of their corps as 30 June 1917. Why?

The answer lies in the evolutionary history of the MSC, in which other dates could serve as a birthday. This began with appointment of an Apothecary General during the Revolution, and continued with establishment of an Ambulance Corps and U.S. Army Medical Storekeepers during the Civil War. In World War I, the requirement for a considerable number of officers who were neither physicians, dentists or veterinarians, resulted on 30 June 1917 in formation of “what, for lack of a better name, was called the Sanitary Corps.” This corps modernized the Medical Department with officers in a wide variety of administrative and scientific specialties, ranging from accounting, personnel, medical equipment repair, hospital design, medical supply, patient registrar, and adjutant; to bacteriology, parasitology, physiology, psychology, occupational therapy, sanitary engineering, x-ray, and nutrition. Positions included command of hospital and sanitation detachments, motorized ambulance companies and hospital trains.

After the war, the Sanitary Corps remained a component of the Army Reserve until 4 August 1947, when Congress consolidated it with the Medical Administrative Corps (established in 1920) and the Pharmacy Corps (established in 1943) to create the Medical Service Corps. The unbroken chain, from present day to 30 June 1917, links the Sanitary Corps as the oldest direct antecedent of the MSC and cause for celebrating its establishment as the MSC birthday.  

Evolution of the U.S. Army Medical Service Corps 
· Andrew Craigie, appointed Apothecary of the Massachusetts Army by the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts Bay on 30 April 1775.
·  US Army Medical Storekeepers, established 22 May 1862 as a means for officially commissioning medical procurement officers for the Union Army during the Civil War.

· The Ambulance Corps, established 11 March 1864.  This was the outgrowth of Surgeon Jonathan Letterman's Civil War ambulance corps that was implemented in the Army of the Potomac on 2 August 1862.

· The U.S. Army Ambulance Service, established 23 June 1917 to federalize US volunteer ambulance units in France and Italy during World War I.
· The Sanitary Corps, established 30 June 1917.  By the end of WWI it totaled nearly 3,000 officers serving in a wide variety of medical administrative and scientific specialties.  It was nearly a mirror image of today’s Medical Service Corps.
· The Medical Administrative Corps, established 4 June 1920 to provide a means for commissioning officers in medical administrative specialties. The MAC grew to nearly 20,000 officers in World War II, and was the third largest Army officer candidate school.
· The Pharmacy Corps, established 12 July 1943 to provide a Regular Army component for pharmacy officers.
· The Medical Service Corps, established 4 August 1947 to consolidate the Sanitary Corps, Medical Administrative Corps, and Pharmacy Corps as a permanent part of the Army.
Source: The History of the US Army Medical Service Corps, by Richard V. N. Ginn, COL, MSC (Ret), Washington, DC:  Office of the Surgeon General and the Center of Military History, United States Army, 1997. 

5/22/07
